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1. Hi, it’s a great pleasure for me to be able to talk to you. It’s also the very 

first time Kvlt Magazine has a chance to interview you. Let’s begin with a 

warm-up question – what are your thoughts after the release of your 

newest album? In my opinion, it’s a really good piece of music. 

Andrii: Thank you for your kind words! It is a great pleasure to be interviewed 

and share the word about what we do! My thoughts after the release of “Love 

Exchange Failure” are concentrated around the upcoming European tour and 

the new material. It’s nice to see that so many people enjoyed the latest album 

but there is still room for improvement and lots of work to be done to exceed 

the boundaries of what we do in studio or on stage. We don’t want to stop on 

what we’ve already achieved.  

2. What would you call the direction of your music? To put it bluntly, what 

would you call the music you play? 

Yurii: Once, someone of us said that we play Deviant Black Metal. But this is 

not a new genre of course. It means that we play unusual and abnormal black 

metal. In fact we play metal music based on black metal with elements of 

different genres such as post metal, dark jazz, sometimes something like trip-

hop, sometimes ambient and noise. Someone can call it post-black metal, the 

others - experimental, progressive or avant-garde, but it is not the matter. We 

live in a post-modern epoch when most of the stylistiс frames are erased. We 

just do the we want and like.  

3. Could you give us some insight into the name of your band? Could you 

reveal how you came up with the idea for the band name, and what it 

actually means? Do I get it right that it has got something to do with a 

hospital ward? 

Yurii: You are totally right! It is a hospital ward in a mental asylum. This name 

was created by our former drummer Dima, who invited me to play depressive 

black metal with him. From the beginning we wanted to use the themes of 

mental illness in our music, so we really liked this name! 

4. I’m particularly interested in the eclecticism of your music; namely, you 

deftly merge jazz ambience with black metal intensity and roughness on 

“Love Exchange Failure”. Whose idea was it to employ such different 

styles in your music? How was this idea conceived? 



Yurii: The beginning of this idea starts to appear as a spontaneous experiment 

to try to write music together with one of our first guitarist Alexander. It was the 

middle of 2012 after recording our first ep “Illusions”. Alexander really liked 

different jazz and prog-rock music, so he brought some interesting ideas to our 

new material and we started to develop in this direction more and more. And 

at the same time, I discovered many dark jazz projects and really liked this 

style of music. You can hear the first style change in the “Inhale My Despair” 

song. Then there was the appearance of the saxophone and some “jazzy” 

parts on our debut album “Futility Report” And on Love Exchange Failure, this 

development took the form of something like dark-jazz. Who knows what will 

happen next? 

5. You collaborated with a different saxophonist while working on your 

newest album. Is this person already a full-time member of the band? Did 

you need a breath of fresh air in this field? 

Andrii: The new saxophonist is already a full-time member of White Ward and 

we play or our performances with him. And the upcoming tour is not an 

exception. It was very hard to continue our collaboration with the previous guy 

due to a huge difference in our culture patterns. It was even hard to joke due 

to absolutely different sense of humor. We spent a week on tour and then he 

left the band. That’s why we had to find another member. Initially, Dima was a 

studio musician only, but we played one gig together and mutually decided to 

continue the collaboration. Everything is fine with his sense of music and 

humor, productivity, responsibility, etc. We are very happy to play with him! 

6. I’ve also noticed some changes when it comes to the artwork that covers 

your recent album. This time you decided to abandon the typical gloomy 

and mysterious black metal style in favour of simplicity. Is it a district 

from the city of Odessa that serves as the artwork for your new album?  

Yurii: The change of artwork style was caused by the in the lyrical concept on 

the “Love Exchange Failure”. If on the first album, you can find some mystical 

and “Lovecraftian” themes in the lyrics, then of the second album stays far 

away from them. The second album is fully about the real social and 

psychological horrors that have a place in the modern megapolis. So we 

decided that such urbanitics landscapes with a touch of neo-noir atmosphere 

will fit perfectly.  

No, it is not Odessa on the cover artwork - it is Tokio.  

7. You once again teamed up with Debemur Morti Productions, the label 

which was responsible for the release of your debut album, “Futility 

Report”. Did your successful cooperation lead to the extension of your 

contract?  



Yurii: Yes, we are totally satisfied with this cooperation. Debemur Morti is a 

great label and we are really thankful for all that Phil is doing for us! And of 

course, we will continue this cooperation for the next album, which we already 

started to compose. 

8. You’ve recently announced a tour which includes two dates in Poland. 

Will the second gig also work out? I’m asking about that because the gig 

in Bielsko-Biała was announced quite a long time ago, whereas there’s 

still no information about the second date. 

Andrii: We didn’t find anyone able to manage the second gig in Poland. If you 

know how to fix that, please, contact the band!  

9. What are your festival plans for the next year? Have you already resolved 

to book something, or is it far too early to talk about that? I wouldn’t 

have anything against some minor leaks about the future dates. 

Yurii: Now we are sending applications to European festivals, so I hope we will 

be able to announce something for 2020 soon! Also, after October tour we will 

start booking next dates in Europe for 2020.  

10. This one is going to be quite subjective. What would you like to achieve 

with White Ward and music in general? Do you follow a predetermined 

plan, or are you rather spontaneous when it comes to the future and the 

power it holds? 

Yurii: First of all, for me, it is a process of sublimation and self-expression. It is 

great opportunity to share your ideas, interests, worldview, emotions, and 

feelings with the world. And if when I started to play guitar is was like just a 

desire to play rock music, then now it is a real need to share myself in the form 

of sounds. And I don’t realize my life without it. For example there was a funny 

situation. 

11. Go ahead! 

When we finished work on “Love Exchange Failure” I was really tired and I 

thought “Okay, I need a week rest from music at all”. And do you know what? 

On the second day of this “rest”, I took guitar and started to compose new riffs, 

haha! I don’t think that I would like to achieve something special with White 

Ward... I just do that I really love, and I try to do it better and better. 

Andrii: For me, music serves two roles. First of all, it helps meet lots of very 

interesting and nice people. Secondly, it provides a psychotherapeutic effect: 

you always have a goal and a way to feel relief. These things help you run 

away from daily duties and yourself getting the necessary rest. These things 

motivate me to spend time on White Ward and other projects. But if we 



develop as a band and continue exceeding our impact, I will be glad to witness 

that.  

12. What does music mean to you? Do you treat it as your passion? Would 

you like to be able to live on it?  

Yurii: So, for the first and second questions seems like I already answered in 

the previous question. Regarding the ability to live on music, I think it could be 

really awesome, BUT only in the situation when you really love what you do. It 

should not become a chore and “job”, when you create music because of label 

deadlines or something like that. It should be a fully free and sincere process, 

without any deadlines or directions. But it would be really amazing to live on 

music, because it can give you full freedom and maximum immersion in the 

process of art creating. 

Andrii: The opportunity to live on music seems promising at first sight. 

However, it may change the place music holds in your life: from something 

that inspires to daily routine work. That’s why I don’t want to live on it only. 

Besides, it doesn’t seem possible right now. And I enjoy my work: being a 

part-time technical writer opens lots of opportunities related to other things I 

do.  

13. I’ve always been curious about the daily, mundane life of musicians. 

Could you reveal what your ordinary day looks like? Do you have any 

part-time jobs, hobbies, and unusual interests? 

Yurii: Until recently I worked as a freelance photo editor and designer, but now 

I try to change the work area closer to musical. But I still create some designs 

as a hobby - gig posters, mockups, banners, videos. I really like design. 

Regarding my ordinary day, then there are several things that I do every day. 

Of course, it is a practicing on the guitar - 2-4 hours or more per day! Then 

every day I do a “band manager” work - sending and answering, mails booking 

shows, work with social media, interviews etc. Also, every day I spend some 

free time on reading books and watching movies. Sometime go and drink 

some beer with friends (so unusual, haha)! 

Andrii: The first half of my day is dedicated to the aforementioned work. I write 

a text or two then do some household chores. Next, its time for music: I play 

bass and practice vocals 1-2 hours per day. After that, there is time for 

running, reading and hanging out with friends. As for hobbies, for the last 2 

years, I’m a huge fan of surfing! It is almost impossible to surf in Ukraine, so it 

motivates me to travel several times per year.  



14. Have you recently come upon any interesting bands on the internet or 

elsewhere? Could you recommend a few of them to our readers? 

Andrii: There are so many interesting albums that I’ve discovered for the last 

few years, but my top at the moment looks as follow: 

● Amber by Autechre 

● Kołysanki by Lux Occulta 

● The 8th Plague by Hybrid 

● Dead Mountain Mouth by Genghis Tron 

● A Patient Man by Cult Leader 

● Konoyo by Tim Hecker 

● Ghost Pains by The Death Of Money 

Yurii: I agree with Andrii that there are SO many amazing music acts, so here 

are the first occurred: 

● Great Many Arrows by Damien Dubrovnik  

● Endstrand by Valborg 

● Deine Stimme ist der Ursprung jeglicher Gewalt by Die Selektion 

● Bestial Hymns of Perversion by Of Feather and Bone 

● Visions by Grimes 

● Trumpeting Ecstasy by Full Of Hell 

● Beyond The Black Rainbow OST by Sinoia Caves 

● Hyperion by Dirge 

 

 

15. Thanks for your time and see you at one of the gigs in Poland! 

Andrii: Thank you for your interview! See you soon! 

Yurii: Thank you for this conversation! Happy to have an opportunity to answer 

to your questions! 

 


