Hi Andy! I was wondering how did your adventure with Air Raid start and why you decided to play classic heavy metal?

  
Me and Johan (ex. guitarist), decided to start a band in late 2008, and Air Raid was officially formed in early 2009. We decided early that the band will be in old school metal style, because that’s what we both listened to the most.   I was hooked on classic Hard Rock/Metal early on when I was around 12, blasting Rainbow & Yngwie Malmsteen from my sisters mixed tape cassettes. The crazy guitars, pounding drums and soaring vocals were very pleasing to my ears, and still are up to this day of course!


I can't wait to hear your new album. What can you tell me about it? At what stage of work are you?


We are still in the early stage of songwriting, though we have countless of ideas around.       I’m really confident about it, since the material so far is killer and creativity is flowing.         Also I’m very happy to have Magnus Mild (guitar) on board, as he is much involved in the songwriting with fresh ideas. We have a great collaboration!

What about the cover art? Is it ready and will be used on merch like the motif from „Poinf of Impact”?

The cover design is not done yet, but the concept is already decided!  It will be featured on merch for sure, stay tuned!

I’ve heard that you will be playing at Headbanger Open Air in Germany this year. It’s a great happening for fans of old school heavy metal. Have you been invited to play on the same scene with Angel Witch or it is the cause f your efforts?

We are really looking forward to play at Headbangers Open Air. I have heard great stuff about this festival. The promoter of HOA asked us if we are up for playing, and we didn’t have to think much before saying yes. We were meant to play 2 years ago actually, but couldn’t get to an agreement at that time. So I’m very happy to be confirmed for this years edition!

Your music is simply great, and I won’t hide the fact that I’m a big fan of Air Raid. How do you do it? Do you have any special way to play badass heavy metal?
Thank you Weronika! Well it’s a very difficult question. We just let our inspiration run free, and see what comes up. We have a really talented line-up, which create much freedom in the songwriting. The best way to experience Air Raid is on our live gigs, we always give 100 % to deliver a high energetic show. That’s where our music shines through fully!

I was wondering if having a band like Air Raid is expensive…

How do you manage costs of merch and releasing records?

We get a lot of support from our record label (High Roller Records) & booking agency (JBM). We rarely pay anything ourselves nowadays. It’s very fulfilling since we worked  hard to come to this level. But nonetheless, there are several more steps to take before I’m fully satisfied!

I’ve got to ask this: how did it happen that the man who started Air Raid has left the band?

Johan’s decision to leave the band was unavoidable. He simply didn’t have time to play as much as needed, and Instead chose to concentrate on his university studies.  Me and Johan started the band several years back, so it felt a bit sad for sure!

What are your inspirations? Can you tell us more about some good old school Swedish bands who inspire you?
I would say the main inspiration comes from 80s US/Speed/Heavy Metal and a bit NWOBHM and Hard Rock. I’m not really inspired by specific bands, more like the 80s sound in general.                                                                                                                                                 Some old Swedish bands I like (except Malmsteen) are for example Heavy Load, Mindless Sinner and Universe!

Girls love young, long-haired musicians. I do not doubt that some of them appreciate not only your looks, but your music too. But how you handle with groupies on backstage?

Hmm I don’t know what to answer here, lets say its fun with attention! Haha no more comments.

You’ve already released two albums, an EP and a demo. Which one, in your opinion, resonated most among your public?

It’s for sure our latest album “Point Of Impact” that has been most popular. It made us play at places like Rock Hard Festival and Ruhrpott Metal Meeting with big acts Accept, Overkill, Michael Schenker, Hammerfall etc. The album’s sound is more accessible, much because of Arthurs classic high pitch style voice. Also the songwriting is better in general!

Regarding your tournee, I was wondering if you considered visiting Poland.  Do you have any shows booked already?

We actually had 3 booked shows in Poland this year, but unfortunately we had to cancel them due to some internal problems in the band. But we will get to Poland as soon as we get an opportunity. We have only heard great stuff about playing in your country, so we are really excited about it!

I know that you write all the lyrics but what is your position when it comes to writing music?

I made almost all music on our first releases, and our former singer wrote the lyrics. However, on “Point Of Impact” I basically composed the whole album, with some help from Rob (Bass) on the lyrics. 

Could you tell me why did you quit from Stormspell Records after “Night of the Axe” and signed with High Roller Records?

It’s because we wanted to take the next step as a band. Stormspell was a great label to start with, but we simply grew too big for it. I got a mail from High Roller where they showed much interest, so we didn’t hesitate a single bit. It’s a very professional label with good economics and we can’t say enough good things about label owner Steffen!

Your music is highly energetic. It has a very positive influence on the listener. For example, your music motivated me to write this questions. Is it because of your personalities?

I don’t know, I always preferred songs with high energy compared to slower ones. I’m a quite calm guy, so I don’t think it’s a reflection of my personality haha. It just comes naturally for me to compose in that way. We will always be a mainly up-tempo band for sure, even though we always include some mid-tempo songs too!

You played a lot on big fests with legends like Ostrogoth, Overkill, Warlord, Liege Lord or Medieval Steel. Which one do you remember the best?

We have played some really cool festivals. Our first “big” festival was Keep It True in Germany. It was a great experience to play with those old cult acts you mention.              But the one I remember the most is Rock Hard Festival, which took place on a beautiful Amphitheatre in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. It was a dream come true to share the same stage as my old hero Michael Schenker!

The Swedish scene back in the 80-s was full of bright stars. How is it now, what is the condition of the scene nowadays?

In the 80s, Sweden had many great cult bands like Heavy Load, Mindless Sinner, 220 Volt, 
Axe Witch etc. Also big artists like Europe and Malmsteen of course! 


What has happened the latest years is that a more or less identical force of young Swedish 
bands has appeared. With so many great bands, you need to be really good to stand out 
The bands are triggering each other to make better and better music. 

I think this is one of the main reasons for the high quality of Swedish Heavy Metal 
nowadays. It’s really a flourishing scene here!

Thank you for your time!

Thank you Weronika, and cheers to all Polish Raiders! See you on the road soon!

